Title Transparenc

e MSD, in partnership with the American Academy of Dermatology Association
(AADA), received at $77,000 Scope of Practice Partnership grant from the American
Medical Association (AMA) in the Fall of 2025.

e The grant allowed MSD to partner with Seven Letter to implement a voter focus
group and voter survey to collect valuable data to inform and enhance our
legislative strategy related to title transparency.

e MSD is thrilled to partner with the AADA and AMA on this grant

“The American Academy of Dermatology Association is pleased that the grant will help
increase critical patient transparency in communications regarding dermatology care by
physicians. We have been working with the Medical Society of Delaware to advance truth in
advertising legislation since 2022 and hope this study will help move critical legislation in
Delaware. Truth in advertising directly impacts patient confusion and the American
Academy of Dermatology Association remains committed to fighting scope creep and
educating our patients, so they get the best care from board-certified dermatologists.” -
Susan Taylor, President of the American Academy of Dermatology Association

“The AMA is proud to support the Medical Society of Delaware and American Academy of
Dermatology Association in their efforts to enact strong Truth in Advertising and Title
Misappropriation legislation in Delaware. Similar laws in other states have helped improve
transparency and ensure that health care professionals clearly identify their qualifications,
giving patients accurate information about who is providing their care and empowering
them to make informed decisions. Addressing issues like this is central to the mission of
the AMA’s Scope of Practice Partnership, and this grant represents an important investment
in advancing MSD and AADA’s advocacy,” -AMA Board Chair David H. Aizuss, MD.

e Seven Letter recently collaborated with physicians in California to deploy a survey,
with the results published in August 2025. A federal court recently upheld a
California’s law which prohibits use the title “doctor” in health care settings by
anyone other than a licensed physician (MD or DO). MSD and AADA are striving to
use the unbiased data from the survey to reintroduce legislation and serve as a
model for other states looking to enact similar legislation.

e MSD is actively working on your behalf to introduce legislation this session.


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsevenletter.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckristie.stewart%40medsocdel.org%7C90d9846cc72044383bf308de83584e75%7C2876a7402c3c473295e7ff67417b4489%7C0%7C0%7C639092612456808830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tyCnT0BdoZB8BkH%2BZw8RM4AIhgmxs8AbIH%2BqAoW%2FEdM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.lww.com%2Fdermatologicsurgery%2Ffulltext%2F9900%2Fpatient_understanding_of_health_care_practitioner.1363.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Ckristie.stewart%40medsocdel.org%7C90d9846cc72044383bf308de83584e75%7C2876a7402c3c473295e7ff67417b4489%7C0%7C0%7C639092612456822865%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ormGaR3%2FZfCI0ZQhI3MkBl%2B2NpMJcGnZxvTdmOAGle4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cmadocs.org%2Fnewsroom%2Fnews%2Fview%2FArticleId%2F50989%2FCourt-upholds-physician-title-protections&data=05%7C02%7Ckristie.stewart%40medsocdel.org%7C90d9846cc72044383bf308de83584e75%7C2876a7402c3c473295e7ff67417b4489%7C0%7C0%7C639092612456837641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5nvQfK%2F1QndTps5HgCO4uwGdoO43qIyihoVg8Sev22c%3D&reserved=0

